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Language Needs for Exchange Study Abroad: A

Qualitative Study Maiko Berger (a7 o7 KTHEKRE)

This presentation reports on a longitudinal qualitative study undertaken to investigate the language
needs of three Japanese students during stays abroad. The participants had low English competencies
upon entering the university, but studied hard for two years to prepare for their stay abroad programs.
The researcher collected their language data over two years and interviewed the participants before and
during study abroad programs to understand their needs as a learner of English as a foreign language. In
terms of findings, it was evident that the determination to go abroad and the strong mentality to develop
as independent learners have contributed greatly in achieving high English test scores and other
competencies. These traits also help in academic endeavors abroad. As this is an on-going study, while
findings remain weak, the data will provide a deep insight into the life of current university students
working to succeed in their academic studies. It will eventually illustrate good practices in preparing the
low-English level students for longer sojourn abroad.
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Pros and Cons for Creating an Extensive Reading

. . S
Program at a National University in Japan Monica Hameiuc ()2RA)

According to an OECD report (2010), reading frequency and interest in reading for pleasure in one’s native
tongue begin to drop in childhood and continue to drop as children become young adults. Therefore, it is not
too surprising to find out that while research has long suggested that extensive reading can have great
benefits for the language development of foreign language learners, very few schools are introducing or
promoting extensive reading as part of their curricula. English language education in Japan begins in
elementary school and, for about half of the population, it continues through college, but when asked, a
majority of college freshmen will say they have never read a book in English. This presentation reflects on
the merits and demerits of introducing an extensive reading component into the English language
curriculum at a national university in Japan based on quantitative and qualitative data after one semester
of extensive reading. The numbers show an increase in the reading speed and reading comprehension level
of the participants while the survey data offers insights into why the students (and teachers) may not be
enjoying the full benefits of extensive reading.
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Avatars in the Classroom: Promoting Understanding of

the Active Learning Process Through Gamification Jason Adachi (EfiEEEx=)

This presentation describes a long-term CLIL class project that reinforces awareness of study behaviors
that may influence the understanding and retention of course concepts and vocabulary. The project turns
the learning process into a game in which student teams curate the knowledge accumulated by their team’s
avatar, an imaginary student that is participating in the class alongside them.

Using a simplified version of cognitive psychology’s model of short and long-term memory, the teams
shuffle bits of information into different categories of their avatar’s body of acquired knowledge. Some of
this information is transient and subject to removal. More firmly internalized material is shifted to long-
term memory and becomes safe from mishap. Over the course of gameplay, specific actions, events, and
random occurrences help or hinder the learning process and serve as tangible examples of how various
factors affect retention.

In the gamification of the learning process, the project seeks to take advantage of the human impulse to
be a “backseat driver.” By “teaching” the avatar and making critical judgements about what must be done
to help the avatar to succeed, students gain insight into their own learning processes.




MEHKEK 5 (Presentations 5)

13:15~13:45

115
(Room 1)

201 5

BRBRICBIT B/NERANETER

B {oE @emi®)
— SRR R B ER DB Y A — AT

SNBSS « ~E MRS COBRF TIL, 2020 FEIZHRHE & 72 B/ VAR FAESNEFER 2 P 0 L 9 ICEME LT
NS ARED, KRERFEEZIZ TWD, RBERIT 2018 4, 2F 9 KOER B CHMEREIRSE O Ehm kit
H L7, BFEOERFER TR, BEFRNTEREET 2 £ L T Th, SMEREGBE T RENRE 2T - T
WD B LI oTz, HMATIEL Y DR A COREFMIZ /R 5720, SiEEEIORMICE W CGREN B
Iz,

COX O ITHREENE 2T BEH IREHREO BITE & T 5 R R COERFRE R E K £
RATEL, BETIE, FET-AROREHEZ AL LZEPRFENEEOERBB ZIRE L,

E2RiG
(Room 2)

202 &

AARDOFFERIZBIT AEFBHBEOa vy —a o | BRK BN GEARSAZEAERAE)

ARFZE T, Hﬁ@%%ﬁﬂifﬁ%éﬂfw B A au/lr— g OB DRGE L TZFZER D2 0]
REBE 2, FFlZ, BAROFERICBI 2R ELanr— a D OBLEN GO - REEL. ZOEHDIR
W, HHBEESEHONCT I EERET S,

Gz Pl & LIZHFEOMAS DR 2 oM ct8 & U CTREE LR, aulsr— 3 Videko 2 LT Th
V. TOWNRIT, BhEl+4e, B+ aiEs o LA 2 D 8 BILL EE iz,

FERBEEICE LT, 1~2 FEoaasr— a U Neko 8 Bl Lid 5b5—75, 10 B LS —#RZ 1 o5h
72

HRHER OB T, £2TOERE (64h) ([CHETLansr— a9 IO 5% T TH -7,

£ 3G

(Room 3)

301 &

Yuji Nakamura (BREz8KF)
Adam Murray @hiskAz)

TBLT (Task-Based Language Teaching) from an
Assessment Perspective

Tasks in TBLT (Task-Based Language Teaching) do not occur in isolation. They are mediated by the
teachers and students (Ellis, 2018). Tasks have different phases such as comprehension or production. They
also include assessment. Because teaching and testing are the two sides of the same coin, we need to
consider both sides. This paper mainly focuses on assessment in the classroom context, an aspect of TBLT
instruction which has received less attention.

Since TBLT tasks are composed of production tasks (speaking and writing) and comprehension tasks
(reading and listening), the TBLT assessment should be implemented accordingly. In other words, the
students should not be solely evaluated on the performance of a single task (summative assessment), but
on multiple or similar types of tasks (formative assessment).
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History classes using English with an ALT Junichi Okubora (BiGmHSIAREHEE)
Japan’s Ministry of Education suggests the English ability of Japanese should aim to be the best in Asia.
Unfortunately, it’s impossible to achieve such a level. With the exception of native English speaking
countries and ex-British colonial nations, the English abilities of not only European nations but also other

- Asian nations remain higher than that of Japan’s students.

For example, almost all students in European nations have an advantage in learning English, because
(Room 4) their native languages are similar to English linguistically. Students in China and South Korea are also
. learning at a higher level of English than Japanese students. Moreover, there is no opportunity or need to

302 = use English in Japan. Such a situation is concerning to Japan’s national interest.

Japan needs to give motivation and curiosity to study English to its students to improve their English
abilities. We must encourage students to acquire the ability of basic English conversation and to keep on
studying English. It’s more effective to read and listen to historical topics in English after their learning
historical topics in Japanese.

Of course, it’s impossible to improve only in class. We also need to provide educational materials on the
internet for home study outside of class.

This presentation suggests a method of using English in history class.
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